PREFACE
It is not the task of a preface writer to retell a story
so admirably told as the one of this book. The reader
will find himself introduced into ^ the setting: the
charming riverine village of Kaihsienkung. He will
be able to visualize its lay-out with its streams and
bridges, its temples, rice-fields, and mulberry trees.
In this the excellent photographs will prove an addi-
tional help. He will appreciate the good .balance of
concrete, at times numerical data, and the clear de-
scriptions. The account of agricultural life, of the
means of livelihood, and the typical occupations of the
villagers; the excellent, seasonal calendar, and the
precise definition of land tenure, give a type of
intimate and at the same time tangible information
not to be found anywhere else in the literature on
China.
I am allowed to quote from a statement by Sir
E. Denison Ross, who read the book in manuscript, and
thus defines its position in scientific literature : "I
regard this treatise as quite exceptional. I know of no
other work which describes at first hand and with
intimate understanding the full story of life in a
Chinese village community. We have had works
dealing with statistics, economic studies, and novels
full of local colour—but in no book have I found
the answer to every kind of inquiry which the curious
stranger might make/' The "curious stranger," when
he appears in the person of Sir Denison Ross, is a man
of science, a historian, and one of the world's experts
in Oriental Studies.
To me personally, the chapter on the silk industry
is perhaps^ the most significant achievement of the
book. It is an account of a planned change from
domestic industry into a readaptation to co-operative
work compatible with modem conditions. It vindi-
cates some of the claims of sociology to be a practical
and relevant study for social engineering. It raises
a number of collateral questions, and will become, I

